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MONDAY 18 November 2019 

BRC RELEASES ENROLMENT FIGURES BY CONSTITUENCY 

The Bougainville Referendum Commission has released a detailed breakdown of the referendum roll, including the 

numbers of Bougainvilleans enrolled by constituency. 

Chief Referendum Officer Mauricio Claudio said the total of 206,731 enrolled, when broken down by constituency, 

reflected the most extensive and inclusive enrolment processes of Bougainvilleans ever conducted.  

“The Referendum roll demonstrates three things: one, that this Referendum will include almost equal numbers of 

men and women. Two, that this Referendum will include a high number of young people reflecting Bougainville’s age 

demographics - including those who turn 18 on or before 23 November 2019. And three, that while the BRC has 

gone above and beyond to extend enrolment of eligible Bougainvilleans overseas and in every PNG province, the 

overwhelming proportion (94%) of Bougainvilleans voting will be those living in the Autonomous Region of 

Bougainville, as these voters constitute 94% of the roll,” Mr Claudio said. 

“We believe that the numbers illustrate that the intention of the Bougainville Peace Agreement has been met– that 

the people of Bougainville can have their say about the future of Bougainville through an internationally recognised 

process.” 

The Chief Referendum Officer said that while no electoral roll was perfect, the BRC acknowledges the efforts of 

everyone involved: “we thank the Community Government officials and Ward Recorders for their efforts, as well as 

the more than 200,000 people who also played an active part in getting themselves informed and enrolled.”  

“We know there are a few individuals who did not make an effort to enrol themselves before the Issue of the Writ, 

but we request on behalf of those that have, to not disturb polling places by trying to vote,” Mr Claudio said.   

“On behalf of the overwhelming majority who are enrolled, let’s keep the polling process a respectful, joyful and 

peaceful one.” 

The enrolment figures will be available on the BRC website and provided in hard copy to the Bougainville House of 

Representatives during a final BRC briefing on Thursday ahead of polling. 

“The BRC, as always, is committed to fulfilling its charter for both a transparent and inclusive referendum process.”  

By law, the roll closed to new enrolments at the issue of the Referendum Writ on September 27. There will be no 

chance to enrol at polling places. 

Mass awareness is now taking place in and outside Bougainville to inform voters where and when the 829 polling 

places will open, including an SMS roll check service. Over 800 Ward awareness officers have also been mobilised and 

Commissioners are currently undertaking roadshows in each region of Bougainville, as well as Kokopo, Lae, Madang 

and Kimbe. 

To use the SMS Roll Check Service, people should text (+675) 7933 6628 or 7149 3920 with all the following 

information: 
1. First name and surname 
2. Constituency and ward in which they reside or claim clan lineage to 
3. Date of birth, or at least year of birth 
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Referendum Roll Data – as at 1 November 2019 

Voting District Men Women Blank** Total 

Resident Bougainvilleans 98,565 95,371 80 194,016 

Non-Resident Bougainvilleans* 6,846 5,844 25 12,715 

 TOTAL 105,411 101,215 105 206,731 
* Outside the Autonomous Region of Bougainville, in PNG provinces, and Solomon Islands and Australia) 

** Blank: The sex of the voter was not supplied and could not be determined 
 

 

//Ends Media contact: Amanda Masono, phone +675 70159597, media@bougainville-referendum.org 

M F Blank Total

Atolls Atolls 977          1,025       -         2,002        

Nissan Nissan 1,863       1,897       7             3,767        

Tsitalato 6,367       6,459       2             12,828      

Hagogohe 2,048       2,001       1             4,050        

Halia 3,039       3,057       2             6,098        

Haku 3,909       4,122       4             8,035        

Peit 3,564       3,553       3             7,120        

Tonsu 1,837       1,791       -         3,628        

Selau 4,464       4,249       7             8,720        

Suir 1,796       1,662       -         3,458        

Teua 2,973       2,904       2             5,879        

Mahari 1,839       1,735       1             3,575        

Taonita/ Tinputz 3,412       3,061       -         6,473        

Taonita/ Teop 2,782       2,626       7             5,415        

Terra 4,069       3,612       1             7,682        

Rau 3,167       3,235       1             6,403        

Ioro 3,905       3,665       -         7,570        

Eivo/ Torau 5,024       4,748       1             9,773        

North Nasioi 6,385       6,273       3             12,661      

South Nasioi 2,661       2,457       3             5,121        

Kongara 1,853       1,728       -         3,581        

Kokoda 2,203       2,046       3             4,252        

Makis 2,301       2,272       -         4,573        

Lule 2,833       2,674       1             5,508        

Baubake 3,090       3,116       1             6,207        

Konnou 3,870       3,754       3             7,627        

Motuna/ Huyono 2,325       2,218       5             4,548        

Kopii 2,721       2,663       2             5,386        

Ramu 1,217       1,161       -         2,378        

Bolave 3,292       3,108       20           6,420        

Lato 3,079       2,994       -         6,073        

Baba 1,952       1,813       -         3,765        

Torokina Torokina 1,748       1,692       -         3,440        

       6,846        5,844            25        12,715 

105,411  101,215  105         206,731    
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